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THE TEACHER’S JOY
by Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor

For what is our hope, our joy,
or the crown in which we will glory in the

presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?
Is it not you?  Indeed, you are our glory and joy.

I Thessalonians 2:19-20

I love teachers in Christ whose passion, calling and giftedness compels them to
invest their life in the lives and growth of their learners!  I love it when a teacher
will do all they can to communicate the truth and grace of God’s Word so a
person’s thinking and heart are transformed. I love teachers whose greatest joy
is seeing their learners mature in Christ.

Today we held our annual Teacher/Leader Dedication Prayer Time. We
committed and prayed for each public, private and home-schooling teacher,
as well as our Sunday School Teachers, Community Group Leaders, and our
Children’s, Youth, College and Adult Ministries Leaders. Teaching is not
something we take lightly, for the Apostle James soberly reminds us, “Not many
of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we
who teach will be judged more strictly” (James 3:1). Yet no matter how
challenging it is to teach and equip God’s people, our teachers faithfully teach
and lead, with God’s spiritual giftings of teaching, exhortation, wisdom,
knowledge, etc. (I Corinthians 12 and Romans 12).

What brings joy to a teacher?

 It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your
faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the truth. I have
no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.
– III John 3-4

 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the
presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed, you
are our glory and joy. – I Thessalonians 2:19-20

 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to
be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. – Ephesians
4:11-13

Throughout our GVBC transgenerational teaching ministries, we pray that our
whole body of Christ will be continually built up until each one of us reaches unity
in our faith and knowledge of Christ and we become mature in Him.

How can you bless a teacher who has taught you about Christ?  We can say,
“Thank you,” but one of the greatest gifts we can give our teachers is to become
“Christ-ones” (Christians) in whom Christ’s wisdom, love and life become
increasingly evident and real in our everyday lives because our teachers taught,
influenced and showed us how we too can live out our faith. May you bless your
GVBC teachers as they see the spiritual fruit of growth in Christ in you!

Issue 18
September 17, 2014



2

BAPTISM TESTIMONIES FROM SUNDAY, AUGUST 31
I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” — MARK 1:8

My name is Elma Whitacre. I’m married with four kids. I have been coming to GVBC
for four and a half years.

During my teenage years my life before Jesus was empty and sad because of my
family situation. I needed Jess because I wanted someone to guide me and help me
be a better person.

When I was fourteen, I asked Jesus to forgive me of my sins and to be a part of my life
and to be a better person. Now I have a stronger faith in Jesus. I enjoy helping in the
Toddler Sunday school class. I also helped at VBS for the first time in the snack area.

My favorite verse is Revelation 3:20:

Here I am!  I stand at he door and knock. If
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I
will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

My name is Edwin Kawasaki and I am a believer in Jesus Christ.

Grandfather Kawasaki emigrated from Japan to the USA in 1916. His English was
poor and he struggled with his new country. He was asked to speak at a church in
Missouri and he gave his testimony in halting English. Afterwards, everyone shook his
hand and warmly welcomed him. He said he was filled with the Spirit of the Lord and
became a Christian that day. He raised his ten children to love God and he lived a life
full of love for all — so much so he was nicknamed “Happy.”

My father continued Grandpa’s tradition and served as the spiritual leader for our
family. I recall accepting the Lord as my savior while in youth choir at our church.
Although I regularly attended church through high school, I grew distant from religion
while attending public university and living in a dorm.

My wife, Izumi, was not a Christian when we married and after our daughter, Hana,
was born we felt the need to raise her in a loving Christian environment. We began to
attend a small Baptist church and could feel the Holy Spirit enter our lives. We
endeavored to lead a life inspired by the teachings of Jesus and to instill faith into our
daughter by example. Izumi became active in the church and as Hana grew, she
participated in several mission trips in high school and college. It was a joy to see the
Lord working through her. One day on the way back to college, she had a serious car
accident and the car was totally destroyed, but she was miraculously unharmed. We
knew the Lord saved her life and had plans for her future. We may not know the Lord’s
plans for us, but we can fulfill His direction for our lives.

A similar event happened in my life when I was about to take a two-hour trip through
the back roads of Oklahoma on the way to Tulsa. I felt a tingling in my left arm and
thought it would be a good idea to have it checked before I left. The hospital said an
artery was 99% blocked and quickly performed surgery to install a life-saving heart
stent. The Lord was with me to lead me to the hospital and to guide the surgeon’s
hands. The Lord is not finished with me and I pray to hear His message and obey
what He has planned for me. The Lord willing, I plan to retire in a couple of years and
pray the Holy Spirit will guide me through the rest of my years to fulfill the Lord’s will.

Jeremiah chapter 29 verses 11-13 says:

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart.”
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES CONTINUED

My name is Wesley Shiozaki and I am in the 12th grade. I grew up in a
loving Christian family and started going to church at a very young age. I
learned stories and knew Jesus died for me, but I did not really believe it
with my heart. I learned what was right and wrong, but I did not know
why I should do what was right. Every time I tried to do the right thing, I
felt like I was doing something meaningless. Every time I failed, I felt
discouraged especially at an early age where I struggled in school and
experienced physical difficulties.

About seven years ago, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior
at a Harvest Crusade. I did it more out of fear of the consequences of
unbelief. This fear caused me to pray the sinner’s prayer several times
from uncertainty in case the previous times were not valid. One problem
was, I did not apply the stories of the Bible to my life.

This changed when I went to the Greenhouse Middle School Ministry.
We went deeper in Scripture and instead of just telling stories, they were
giving me knowledge I could apply. My purpose of going to church
started to change. Instead of going to have fun, I was going to learn
more about God.

I learned even more in the 180 High School Ministry and was taught
what it means to be a Christian and how/what we are to do and why we
should do it. We covered important parts of Christian life such as
service, worship, and spending time with God. I learned there is great
value in the Word and commitment needs to be involved since we need
to be followers instead of just believers.

God provided many great brothers and sisters in Christ who supported
me and helped me grow spiritually. I was able to use this experience
and valuable knowledge I was given through difficult trials such as
having to go to the hospital for collapsed lungs and family members
passing away. Even though I was unsure what was going to happen, I
just trusted in God because He cares for me and can do all things.
Eventually, I was able to recover from surgeries and be able to do the
things I enjoy doing, like going to church.

Seeing God’s faithfulness when I trusted in Him was an encouragement
and helped me grow closer to Him. With each trial, I felt I was able to
trust Him more because I remembered how he was faithful in the past.
What really stood out to me was God’s love. Even when I failed, I
recognized His love will never change. This makes me feel valuable and
I want to extend this love to others.

His love was shown in many ways, but ultimately through the death of
His son, Jesus. It caused me to see things differently. Instead of trying
to do good to avoid punishment and failure, I wanted to do it because
God wants me to and He loves me. This is a way to show I love Him
back. I know His love is more than enough and all we ever need. I want
to follow Jesus and keep growing closer to Him for the rest of my life.
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NEWS FROM OASIS RIFU CHAPEL, JAPAN, BY YOSHIKO ROCK
Some of you may remember meeting, talking to, and praying for Mizuki Endo last
March when he and the Matsuda family came to visit GVBC. He is a 19 year old
college student who goes to Oasis Chapel in Japan. Last month, our Japan team
had the opportunity to serve at their summer camp in Japan. Mizuki was recently
baptized and he sent me his testimony. His baptismal video can be viewed on
Facebook if you have an account. I'd like to share a shortened version of his
testimony:
“I grew up not knowing anything about God until I was in high school where I met
a friend who invited me to her church (Oasis Chapel). I had this image of church
being a somber place where people wear dark clothing and sing hymns that are
hard for outsiders to understand. To my surprise, Oasis Chapel was a very bright, cheerful, and loving church. And, the
hymns were modern, fun, and easy to sing. I even liked the sermons!
After year or so, I started studying the Bible one-on-one. I learned in Ephesians 2:8,

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God.

I learned I was a sinner. After finding out I'm not perfect, I lost my identity. I continued to study the Bible, but I faced a
new fear — the possibility of rejection by family and friends when I tried to share my faith. During this time, I had the
opportunity to come visit GVBC with the Matsuda family. There, I was truly touched by how welcoming, caring, and
supportive the people were. They even prayed for me. Seeing the wonderful Christians at GVBC, I was no longer afraid
to share my faith with people in Japan. God took my fear away. I now enjoy serving the kids club and youth group at
Oasis and I want to share my faith with many unbelievers. I'm so happy to be in God's family.”
Please continue to pray for the people at Oasis and for our church to stay in touch and be supportive of them.

FRED & JANE TANAKA, CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF JAPAN
Jane continued writing about the Tanaka's stay on May 19 at CEF International Headquarters.
The Tanakas were in Warrenton, MO enjoying rest and having meals prepared and beds made,
etc. by staff members and many volunteers. They felt both rested and spoiled!  “The 2014
International Conference was a blessing beyond our imagination!" writes Jane. It was one of the
best conferences they attended because everything was “God-centered.”  Over 1,000
representatives from approximately 84 countries were in attendance. One of the highlights was
handing the regional director's torch from the retiring director to the new one. Jane commented,
“It is mandatory we always give God the glory and credit for results and blessings. The results
and blessings we may experience are because of what the Lord does through us.” In closing
she covets our prayers, "Pray that we, in CEF of Japan (as in other places) would be careful not
to take the honor and glory belonging to the Lord to ourselves.”

Thank you for keeping the Tanakas and all our missionaries in your prayers.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19


Mizuki Endo

At its monthly meeting on July 8, 2014, the Board of Deacons voted to recommend the
ordination of Pastor Brian Lo to the congregation. Brian was licensed for pastoral ministry by
the Board in 2012.

A special business meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 21 at 12:30 PM in the
Community Hall. We will be assessing Brian’s preparation and calling to ordained ministry. If
he is approved for ordination by GVBC, a service of ordination will be scheduled.

Ordination is the recognition by the Lord’s people of the call of an individual to serve as
Christ’s undershepherd. It is GVBC’s responsibility to determine Brian’s worthiness for
sponsorship and to walk with him through each step of the ordination process.

We hope all members will plan to attend this special meeting (if you have not already ordered
a boxed lunch, please bring your own) and support Brian’s quest for ordination. Copies of his
ordination paper are available on the Narthex counter for your review.

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 12:30 P.M.
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FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

Prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones
To the family of Ruby Arakawa who passed away on Tuesday, September 2. There will be no funeral service. Her
ashes will be taken to Maui where she will be buried with her husband.

Wedding announcement
Congratulations to Naoto & Erisa [Mita] Funada who were married on Saturday, September 6 at GVBC.
Pastor Eiji Osato officiated. Naoto is on our staff as the Nichigo Worship Coordinator.

Baby announcement
Congratulations to Dan & Tomoka Maronn in the birth their baby girl, Yuki, who was
born on Wednesday, September 3. Little Yuki weighed 8 lbs. 3 oz. and she was 21"
long. Big sister, Emma welcomed her baby sister home. Mother and baby are going great.

Letters to our church family
Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers for my mother’s [Kay Hojo] funeral. It is such a
blessing to have the love and support of the church family. With Appreciation, Irene Collier and family

Dear GVBC, Flowers are God’s handiwork. They reflect the beauty of what is around us. Words cannot express
the gratitude my family and I feel for the thoughtfulness you’ve shown the in the floral arrangement we received for
our mom [Ann Hiroko Rountree service on September 10] from all of you was beautiful. Even though we lost our
mom, it helps to know that you care enough to help us through this difficult time by your act of kindness. Thank
you all for your prayers and support, too. Love, The Family of Ann Rountree

Dear Pastoral Staff and GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the beautiful orchid arrangement. Kimi and I truly
appreciate your kindness, support and generosity during this difficult time. Your love and kindness have given us
comfort, courage, and strength. Though we miss him tremendously, Ken [Watanabe] lives in our hearts and
memory as we release him and entrust his spirit into God’s loving care. With love and much appreciation, Dan
Watanabe & family

Dear Friends & Family of GVBC, Thank you so much for all your support during my time in the hospital. God
blessed me through your many phone calls, visits, notes, and FOOD. I am at home now and slowly getting better. I
feel a little stronger every day and am hopeful that I will soon be able to join you on Sunday morning again. Please
continue to pray for me and especially for my daughter-in-laws, sons, and George as the burden for my daily care
has fallen mostly on their shoulders. You all have been a great blessing to me and I thank the Lord for His
continued love, forgiveness, and healing. God bless you all. Shig Hirano

We spotted you in the news
Cindy Matsuda was spotted in a group picture of the CERT (Community Emergency Response Teams) in the
Thursday, August 28 Gardena Valley News. The article was titled “5th Operation Backpack supply students for
2014 school year.” Cindy and the CERT team were more than 15 vendors participating in the event.

Dear GVBC Scholarship Committee,

Thank you for awarding me the
Christian Service Scholarship.

I feel very privileged and honored to
receive this scholarship!  I am a
freshman at Cal Poly Pomona this fall
and will be using the generous amount
of the money toward college expenses.

I look forward to continue serving at
GVBC as well as on my campus.

In Christ,
Lauren Cheng



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS STARTS UP
Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m., Room 218. Taught by
Pastor Ron Matsuda.

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, September 21, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. This
special business meeting has been called to examine
Pastor Brian Lo’s ordination through GVBC. Bring your
own lunch. Please plan to attend this special business
meeting. We need a quorum of voting GVBC members
[see article on page 4].

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, September 27, October 25, 8:00 a.m.
— 10:00 p.m., Room 113. All men invited.

PASTORAL STAFF APPRECIATION MONTH
October is our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month.
Cards and letters of appreciation can be sent to the church
office during the month of October.

WORK DAY
October 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday
of each month. Come when you can and leave when you
must. No experience needed. Lunch is provided. Next
Work Day is November 1.

GARDENA HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 4, 7:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the City of
Gardena. Helpers NEEDED!  There are three shifts: 7:15 —
11:00 a.m., 10:45 a.m. — 2:00 p.m., 1:00 — 4:00 p.m. We
will be handing out Harvest Festival flyers and answering
questions about GVBC and our ministries. To sign up to help
go the Guest Center in the Courtyard after the services.

GVBC MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 4 to Sunday, October 5. All GVBC men
college-age and up are invited to our annual Men’s Retreat
at Victory Ranch. This year’s speaker will be Pastor Tom
Demorest of Citylights Church, Long Beach. Great time of
fellowship, sharing, support and teaching — and lots of
fun, too. Signup after the worship services in the
Courtyard. Questions?  Contact Kent Komae at
kkomae@aol.com or the church office.

MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (MOM)
One-day trip to Tijuana, Saturday, October 4, Cost $40.
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140.
MUST HAVE a valid passport for both trips. You will help
with prayer, food, medical clinic, worship, clean up,
working with men, women, children, crafts, handing out
food/clothes/ shoes or give your testimony. To sign up or
for more information contact Teresa Matsushima via the
church office or email: teresa47@gmail.com.

GVBC JOB CLUB
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m., Room 119. The Job Club
meets once a month on Tuesdays. The next meeting will
be Tuesday, November 4.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, October 11, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in

6

Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next
Bilingual Service is November 8.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Friday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up will begin on
Wednesday, October 29. More info to follow.

TIME CHANGE
Sunday, November 2 Daylight Savings time ends. Fall BACK
one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 16, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. Please
plan to attend. We need a quorum of voting GVBC
members. More info to follow.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

PIPE ORGAN REPAIR FUND
Back in 1969, our American Baptist Women Circles sold cookbooks to raise $25,000 to buy the pipe organ in our
sanctuary.

Today, the pipe organ is in need of major repairs that will cost an estimated $25,000. Our Board of Deacons has
approved the establishment of a special fund to raise funds to cover the cost of these repairs and has authorized
the transfer of approximately $9,100 from another unused fund to help kick start the project. If you would like to
contribute, please designate “Pipe Organ Repair” on your offering envelope or check. You may also give online.

We are also considering other fundraising projects (possibly even a special 100th Anniversary edition of the original
cookbook!). If you have any ideas or would like to help, please contact Shig at (310) 347-7912 or contact the
church office.

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 1 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in
the GVBC Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be
submitted by Sunday, September 28.

PRIMETIMER’S 2015 KYUSHU-SOUTHERN JAPAN TOUR
Depart LAX Tuesday, October 13, 2015
Arrive LAX Thursday, October 22, 2015

Cost: $4,458 per person (8 nights, 22 meals, ground transportation, admission fees, tax & gratuities, round-trip airport
transfers in Japan, tour guide, international flight, Japan domestic flights)

Deposit: $200 deposit DEADLINE January 13, 2015 to reserve a spot on tour

Balance of Payment: Due July 13, 2015

Packets: Obtain the informational flyer, itinerary, tour package, application, and agreement form at the Primetimers'
table in the Courtyard between services. Unlike other tours we’ve taken, you will deal directly with Japan Deluxe Tours.

Make checks payable to Japan Deluxe Tours and submit with tour application form to them.

Please Note:  There will be NO Primetimers' table on Sunday, September 28 since we will be on our Nebraska/Spam
Museum Tour from Wednesday, September 24 to Wednesday, October 1.

Tour highlights: Tour Kagoshima, Miyazaki, Kumamoto, Nagasaki, Saga, Oita, Fukuoka.

For questions contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi.

GVBC SHIRT SUNDAY
On Sunday, September 21, everyone wear a GVBC shirt (T-shirt, golf
shirt, sweatshirt) in celebration of our 100th anniversary.

We still have a limited supply of 100th Anniversary apparel available.
See inventory list and order forms on the board in the Narthex.

CORRECTION TO THE SPIRIT
In the August 20, Issue 16 Spirit I placed a congratulations to GVBC 100th letter from Greg & Jane
Tanaka. I mistakenly placed the wrong picture with the letter. The picture was of Fred & Jane Tanaka,
our missionaries. The letter was sent by Greg & Jane Tanaka. So sorry for the confusion.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683

Website www.gvbc.net

E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net

Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
GVBC SHIRT SUNDAY
Advent Conspiracy 2
Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More, Love All
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Love One Another
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5/COMMUNION
Serve One Another
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
Be of the Same Mind with One Another
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19
Devoted to One Another
Pastor James Chang


